
Haemovigilance 
cycle: the six Rs

Recognize
Staff should be able to promptly recognize 
adverse events, and haemovigilance 
activities should pick up trends in reported 
transfusion events and reactions .

Respond Staff should be able to respond 
appropriately to recognized adverse 
events and initiate optimal management .

Record Accurate, timely documentation is vital for 
haemovigilance . Appropriate documentation will ensure 
that all relevant details are available as part of the report 
submitted to the haemovigilance system .

ReportA positive reporting culture is crucial for haemovigilance . 
Reporting to local quality management systems and 
external reporting to the haemovigilance system will help 
ensure learning from errors and reactions .

Remedy
Reporting facilitates recognition of trends through 
root cause analysis, identification of risk factors 
and appropriate mitigating actions .

Review
With ongoing surveillance, haemovigilance activities 
will help evaluate the success of interventions in 
improving transfusion safety and identify other 
measures that need to be instituted .
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